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The News.

In Congress yesterday the Senate took up and
passed the House bill modifying the pay of officers
of the army. Among the amendments adopted by
the Senate was one cutting off the brevet pay of
Gen. Scott, Borne five thousand dollars only. A bill
regulating the mileage of members was introduced
and referred. Notice was given of a motion
to take up the Old Soldiers' Pension bill today,in order to have a test vote on it.
The bill providing for the acquisition of Cuba
was then taken up, and Senators Crittenden
and Hale delivered elaborate speeches in opposition
to the measure. The House was engaged in discussingthe Senate's amendment to the Indian Appropriation.

In the Legislature yesterday the Senate passed
the bill to extend the charter of the Harlem Railroad.The Assembly was occupied in debate upon
the Registry Law bill.
We publish some very interesting details concerningthe landing of the ex-Emperor of Hayti, his

family, and suite, at Kingston. Jamaica, this morning.It appears that some exiled Haytiens, with
exceeding bad taste, grudged his fallen Majesty
the shelter which had been extended to themselves
when in trouble, and that one of them went so far

.i,;. k; l,t.

probable, had not the British frigate Melbourne
touched at Port au Prince, that either Soulouqne or

his Cabinet Ministers, or perhaps all of them, would
have lost their lives at the hands of the excited populace.Asitwas.theex-Emperor.hiswife and family,
had to be escorted through the streets leading to the
harbor by a strong force of English marines, accompaniedby the British and French Consuls. It
was proposed by the crowd to fire the house in
which the ex-Ministers were lodged: but President
Gefl'rard having issued a soothing proclamation, the
deposed officials were permitted to go into exile.
Soulouque was about to rent a mansion at Kingston,where his appearance, aided perhaps by his
cash, had impressed the white population favorablytowards him.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterday,
Florence Myers, indicted for burglary in the first
degree in entering the dwelling house of John Higgins,273 Elizabeth street, on the Cth inst., and
stealing $28 worth of silver spoons, pleaded guilty
to the third grade of that offence, and the Recorder
sent him to the State prison for four years and
eight months. John Hustis, jointly indicted with
Wm, Johnson for keeping a faro table at.r)7"» Broadway,was convicted on the complaint of Benjamin
F. Hibber, who swore that on the 24th of Novemberhe lost $C00 in Johnson's establishment. Hustiswas committed to prison, and will be sentenced
on »aturuay. Htign nays, indicted for an assault
with intent to kill Michael O'Riley on the 4th of
April, pleaded guilty to assault and battery,
and was remanded for sentence. Win. Foster,
who was jointly indicted with William Hanley for
assaulting Thomas Hums, in Tammany Hall, on the
night of the 24th of November, was convicted of
an assault and battery. It appeared from the
evidence that Hurna was a "regular" delegate to a
convention to nominate Councilmen, and that the
defendant was one of the "irregulars," who htfd
poiwesaion of the room, and who attempted to preventthe "regulars" from entering, which resulted
in a Tammany light. Foster will be sentenced on
the last day of the term. It is understood that the
Grand .Jury will bring in bills of indictment this
morning against the alleged murderera of Decker,
in the Sixth ward.
At the meeting of the Board of Ten Governors

yesterday a resolution, r«juesting the Common
Council to examine the books and affairs of the
Almshouse Department, was adopted. There were
f*,27i» persons in the institution in charge of the
Governors on the 12th instant A bill for oystera
supplied to Bcllevue Hospital from the 23d of
r-»«-jiiumuer 10 me Z7tii or .January, amounting to
$17.'l 71, was referred to the Warden for explanation.
A few of the member* of the Board of Council

meji inatrueted the Clerk yesterday to call a specialmeeting of the Board on Wednesday, at three
o'clock, for the purpose of passing the tax levy.rhc foreign news by the America had a tendency to unr-'tie the cotton market yesterday. The sale* were con-
« I to a few hundred bales, in store, which were too
». d In amount to afford any correot criterion of prices.
t a a rumored that some 800 bales were sold In transit.
J o seemed disposed to await the arrival of private
I v m by the steamer before doing much. Private des- '

, i be«, it was reported, had come to hand from one or
. «.i f the Gulf porta, which tended to show that receipts ]
(la* t<> some extent been checked, the truth of which,
< o«, ver, we could not folly trace. Flour was again
i iner, with pretty free sales both on speculation and to
i on domestic trade; comm .0 and medium grades again
i' Id at better prices. Wt .at was Ueld aboro the Tiows '

NET?
of boTen for nrimr lota, while sales were limited Corn
«u more active for new, while prices were rather easier.
Pork was heavy and prices favored purchases.
The sales embraced new meaa at $18 25, and
prime at $13 60 a $13 62){. Sugars were in fair demand,
Wit i lee of about 900 a 1,000 hhds., included in which
w re lOu hhd-. i ew crop Cuba muscovado at rates given
la another coium. The sales also embraced about 1,300
luxes it lxc. a 9>»c. Coffee was steady, but quiet.
Freights were steady, with moderate engagements, among
»huh were tome lots of compressed and uncomproe^od

to IJverpool at 6-32d. and 3 16d., and a lot of Sea
d do. at &8d. Rosin at Is. 10}^d. to 2s., and tierce

beef at 3s.

The State of Affairs in Kurope.
The aspect of affairs in Europe, as conveyed

i the report from Halifax yesterday of the news
In the steamship America, wears anything but a

pacific aspect.
What most characterises the present Btate of

affairs is its marked similarity to the condition
of things previous to the breaking out of the
Crimean war. Then we had continual rumors
irom "the best informed circles'' that the questionspending would be amicably ndiusted. und
official journals preached peace up to the last
moment. Yet England, France, Russia and the
other continental Towers went on with their
belligerent preparations until all Christendom
found itself fighting the battle of the Turk, or

maintaining an armed neutrality that was neurly
as costly as war. So in the present case. In
England, while the official journals disclaim all
intention on the part of the government to permititself to be mixed up with the new complicationswhich have arisen, there is a marked
activity In the gunpowder department, and the
country looks anxiously for the opening of Parliament.which was to take place in a few days.
France presents even more marked indications
of war than England. The cavalry is being
tilled up with urgency, artillerymen are making
large preparations of cartridges, ships are

ordered from Cherbourg to the Mediterranean,
and other signs are visible on all sides.

All these evidences, however, do not prove
that war is going to take place between France
and Austria, or between France and England,
or Sardinia and anybody else. They are possiblythe signs of something else than an internationalwar to make or break Louis Napoleon as

arbiter of Europe. The financial revulsion which
swept over the world a little more than a year
ago has left the material prosperity ot the governmentsand communities of the Continent in
a state which is little more than a hollow sham.
The governments have carried themselves
through, and are still keeping up appearances
by a series of loans, which in reality is nothing
more than putting off for a short time the day
of reckoning. Trade has not revived, industry
is not prosperous, credit is not restored to that
degree which would warrant the confident belief
that these three elements of peace are in a sound
condition. The financial centres of every capitalin Europe are agitated with the fear that
the public debt, and the vast system which prevailsthere of squeezing the active classes to
pay the drones and a brutal soldiery, are about
to follow the old astignaU of France and the red
book system of Louis the Sixteenth. Germany
in this respect is rotten to the core, with its enormouslist of princes and petty courts. Austria
has been forced to march eighty thousand troops
into Gallicia to keep down the popular fermen-
lauon. luuy is nueu wun rareness, pronigacy
and poverty.
But it is in France where this state of things

weighs most heavily. There the financial
revulsion of 1857 was apparently stayed and
controlled by a powerful exercise ofthe imperial
will: but the results were only warded off for a

while, and not completely passed over. In Paris
at the present moment it is doubtful whether the
court pays most attention to its preparations for
war. or its efforts to revive the prosperity of
trade and industry. The imperial halls arc
hrown open twice a week, and everybody is invited,which is equivalent to a command to come,
and no one can appear twice in the same dress.
The efforts to stimulate emigration to Algeria,
the resuscitation of the slave trade to the French
colonies, the vast imperial works that are undertaken.the desperate gambling on the Bourse,
are all a part of the same system. Every effort
is made to keep up this sham of artificial prosperity;but natural laws must in the end prevail,
and the bubble burst. The stirring up of the
Italian question, as we have on a former occasion
pointed out, has more to do with these political
necessities of Louis Napoleon at home than it
has with any intention of establishing the libertiesof Italy. The whole continent of Europe is
preparing the elements of a volcanic revolution.
which must come sooner or later. It is only a

question of bow long the tinsel may dazzle, or a
brutal soldiery cow the people. A famine or a
frolic may inaugurate the change at any moment.
Corrections aboit Mr. Sickles..We are informedon competent authority that the story

which has been circulated of differences between
Hon. Mr. Sickles, Member of Congress, and Mr.
Butterworth, of the Assay Office in this city, is
entirely incorrect. It will be recollected that
Mr. Butterworth was the second of Mr. Sickles
in the Tucker affair, and probably the correspondencewhich took place in that affair gave
rise to the mistake. At all events, the friendshipbetween the two gentlemen is as Btrong as
ever.

Another Washington correspondent mentioned
that Mr. Sickles was agent for a claim in
one of the departments, held by Secor &
Co., of this city. Mr. Sickles ftI a lawyer by
profusion, and very Rood in his line; and
if any gentleman having a ease In the
court* at Washington, or elsewhere, chooses to
select him as counsel, he has a perfect right to
do so. and Mr. Sickles has an equal right to acceptthe case, which, In fact, would he only practisingIn bis line of business. It is no imputationagainst the character of a lawyer that he
attends to his professional duties and takes care
of the interests of his clients. But It happens
that Mr. Sickles is not the agent or the lawyer
in that claim, and our correspondent must have
been led into a mistake, not from any unfriendly
purpose, but from a blundering propensity on the
part of bis informant.
These arc very small matters for the friends

of Mr. Sickles to complain of, for if the statementswere all true, they would not involve any
reflection on his character either as a politician
or as a professional man. lie had a perfect right
to quarrel with Mr. Butterworth if he had reasons;but he has not done so, and lie is still his
friend, including also Ike Fowler, who is a little
dippe -y. He had a perfect right, ana lawyer and
man of buflincMi, to take a fee, if offered to him,
in the case of Secor A Co., a» well a.« in any
other case; but it HcemR that in that cane he
liaa done nothing of the kind, and will he no
much the loner.
Aa a politician, however, he seeinfl to have oc-
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cupied a very promiuent position in the face of
the assailants of Mr. Bnchanan and bis measures,
and on that score he has given general satisfactionto his constituents.a course which some of
his friends have not followed up with the sauic
zeal and the same tenacity of purpose that he
has done. We wish Mr. Sickles would infuse a

little of his spirit and pluck into the democracy
of Tammany Hall. All the original fiertf of that
old concern seems to have gone off with FernandoWood. Ike Fowler Jc Co. are a slow team at
best.

Tammany Hall and the Cuba Question.The
True Position of Parties in New York.
Since the Sachems of Tammany Hall smoked

the pipe of peace in Washington, aud came home
and passed the Cuba resolutions, which smacked
of the old times when they had a party at their
back, the leaders of the democratic masses m

New York have given no sign of life.
We are well aware, however, that this seemingstate of blissful peace among them is only

apparent, and that they are busy scheming and
plotting among themselves against each other,
and how to secure the largest share of the god
they worship, which is the spoil. The Tammany
tribe has declared a secret war acuirist all who
dare to introduce anything like the issues of the
day among them, to disturb their happy gorging.and the recent Cuba resolutions have been
quietly extinguished. The old gray rats are

well convinced that they have a good thing of
it in the Tammany larder as at present constituted.and so they have cautiously declared a

political death penalty against any one who
may claim on the Cuba platform a show in the
next distribution from the city flesh pots.
This was precisely the course they pursued
last fall, and it is evident to every one

that their defeat in the charter electionwas a direct and palpable rebuke
given by the people to the Tammany spoilsmen.
The Dickinsons, liichmonds. Woods, Fowlers,
Purdys, Tiemanns, Schells and Harts may take
this truth home with them and ponder over it.
By their narrow and selfish policy of clique governmentall the young talent of the city and
State has been driven away to seek other parties
and coalitions ai new field for exertion. It was
this clique tyranny which gave the State over to
the black republicans, and the same baleful influenceis now depriving the party of all possibilityof reorganization under the wise counsels
and leadership of Mr. Buchanan.

Without a new and true issue, with new men

and new leaders, the democratic party can never

hope to regain its ascendency in this city. The
people are sick and tired of the constant internal
squabbles and distractions on paltry quostions of
party discipline and the distribution of the spoils
to the leaders. Rotation is one of the soundest
planks in the democratic platform, and it must
be brought to bear on the present state of affairs.The old woodpeckers and war horses, the
grand sachems, grand warriors and grand fuglemenof the democratic wigman must be set aside
in behalf of the success of the party on which
they have lived. If Wood and Tiemann are

eager for another gladiatorial contest to show
their personal prowess, they must bring it off in
a private way, for the old issues are gone, and the
leaders must go with them.
The new issues have been presented to the

country Dy air. uucnanuu. una everywnere mey
are scattering the disorganized tactions and
making a practical recrystallization of parties.
Foremost among those stands the Cuba question.
It is the Aaron's rod of the next political campaign.swallowing up all the abstractions of niggerism.free soilism, tree loveism, free treasonism,
and everything else that has been so long played
on by political spoil gatherers. Let new men

take Cuba for their rallying cry and watchword,
and it will unite all sections and factions among
the people. Even Mozart Hall and the Pewter
Mug will fall in upon this compromise platform,
or they will be abandoned by the masses. The
vast trade and manufacturing and mechanical
interests of New York are more deeply interested
in the annexation of Cuba than all the rest of the
Union together; and if a new set of democratic
leaders will inscribe Cuba upon their banners they
will present a united democracy to the support
of the President, will bring back the young
and vigorous talent of the city and State into
their ranks, and Seward, with his black republicancohorts and disunion flags, would be borne
out of sight and disappear forever.

Tiie Grievances op Staten Island.A New
State Required in the Union..The exterminationof Quarantine at Staten Island last fall
has involved the residents of that insular appendageto the State of New York in some pecuniarytroubles which foreshadow a heavy draft
on their pockets. Subsequent to the conflagration,when legal proceedings were instituted
against the parties alleged to be the ringleaders,
a subscription was taken up among the inhabi-
tants of Richmond county, amounting, we believe,to about nine thousand dollars, for the
purpose of defending the individuals prosecuted
and defraying such other expenses as were incurredby the summary removal of Quarantine.
The Supervisors of the county have framed the
tax levy for the present year, and we understandthat the taxes on property have been increasednearly forty per cent, as is alleged, to
meet the expenses which have arisen out of the
proceedings of the first and second of Septemberlast; the county thus voluntarily taxing
itself with the amount required to carry out
these proceedings, both of a legal and.as it Is
claimed an ilhgal character, in addition to the
subscriptions to a private fund already created.
The Legislature, it must be remembered, have
also in consideration the question whether
the county of Richmond shall not be
held accountable for the entire damages
accruing from the burning of the Quarantinebuildings, including the expenses of maintainingGovernor King's army of occupation.
If thiH should be determined against the Staten
Islanders, it seems that they will have to pay
three times over for the luxury of a pure and
healthy atmosphere, free from the dangers of
pestilence; so that, in a pecuniary point of view,
the destruction of the Quarantine hospitals will
have proved a costly affair to the parties interested.

This is decidedly a hard case, and In view of
the meddling legislation at Albany with which
this city and its neighboring counties are afflicted.theMetropolitan Police law, Quarantine
laws, Commissions, and so forth- would it not
lie a good idea, as if the only escape from the
nuisance, to create a new independent State,
composed of the three islands, Manhattan, Long
Island and Stati'Ti Tslnnrl »-

»» HlliUI unw »!*> » »

mearare identical? We are fully competent to
govern ouiwIto* withont the Hwistance of the
HRjracious legislator* from the country districts
who r.ow niuke luwe for us. A very approprl-
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ate name for the new commonwealth, moreover,
would be the State ol Triainsula, or the Three
Islands.a comprehensive, significant and withal
euphonious nomenclature, albeit it is neither

I r». - i I.JI !. 11 J_!_
1'uitu, au^iitooauu, uut jci xnuiau, ui lis uri^iu.
Let us think about it!

Lectures and Lecturer*.
The buBineBB of boring people with ^bat are

called lectured is, l>y a special Providence, usually
confined to country lyceums, wherein the old
folks congregate to sleep, and the young ones to
flirt or pout, as the cose may be. Whether or
not we of the metropolis have committed any
particular enormities this winter is beyond our

ken. We arc, of course, awfully wicked at al'
times; but it has not appeared that we are more

so now than usual, except by the overwhelming
number of lectures and kindred humbugs with
which we have lately been afflicted. The topics
embrace history, biography, science, literature,
politics, poetry and art. We have one philosopherexpatiating upon King Bomba; another
giving bis views upon society in the United
States; a third waxes geological; the redoubtable
Count Joannes is in the field with his French
reminiscences, and the Hon. Massa Greeley heads
the list with an oration upon "Great Men;'' and
people are not only expected to go aud suffer
these things, but absolutely to disburse current
coin of the UniLcd Sluti'S fur the linrxiv linnn of

being bored to death.
That such a terrible result must eventuate

from the efforts of these would-be guides, leaders
and teachers of the people, is beyond per adventure,when we take into consideration the fact
that they almost invariably select Bome topic
upon which they are entirely uninformed. Take
the Hon. Masea Greeley, for example : He goes
about the country delivering lectures to the
farmers upon the science of the soil, when the
science of the composing stick is the only one
that he ever learned. What a splendid discourse
he could deliver, however, upon the Irish rebellionof '48; the art of getting up a paper revolt
tion; procuring subscriptions to a liberty
fund, and then taking the liberty to keep
its final destination a profound secret;
or upon the reception of Kossuth; or the Natinnn.1Iv nnana Fnnrl whiVh w«a rnioml fa alow all

,. »«v « «

the border ruffians, when they ran away and the
subscriptions ''made unto themselves thin air.
into which they vanished;" or upon that remarkablebreeches pocket which touched pitch in the
shape of a thousand dollar draft, drawn by the
Treasurer of the Fort Des Moines Company in
favor of a lobby member of Congress, and came
forth undeflled! But no; like all great philosophers,the Hon. Massa Greeley is very impracticable,and instead of lecturing upon topics
with which he is acquainted, he prefers to sail
into the puddle of muddy theories and dingy generalities.Mr. Park Benjamin, too, is unfortunatein his topic, which should be literary infanticide.He could explain to sucking journalists
the whole art and mystery of establishing, rearingand killing off newspapers, as he has had an
extensive experience in journals which have
npvpr livPil thrrmoh ihp nrwasa nf danHHnn

A history of these unfortunate publications,
which have been nipped in the flower of their
youth and interred, with many tears, no doubt,
by Mr. Benjamin, would be intensely amusing.
The scientific lecturer is safer than the literary

one. The former can say all manner of stupid
things without danger of detection. In fact, so
tar as practical application goes, such sciences
as astronomy and geology are little better than
imaginative poetry. Thus, the astronomers tell
us that "the fragments of broken planets; the descentof meteoric stars upon our globe; the whirlingcomets, wielding their loose material at the
solar surface; the volcanic eruptions in our own

satellite; the appearance of new stars, and the
disappearance of others, are all foreshadows of
that impending convulsion to which the system
of the world is doomed.'' So much for celestial
dangers. The geologists tell us that the centre
of the earth is a ball of fire, which must burn
through the crust one of these days; so that we
are between two burnings, and cannot escape. If
some philosopher would fix the exact date of
this conflagration, which has uow been impendingseveral centuries, we can guarantee him a
full house for his lecture. According to all the
savants' accounts, we are on the verge of a grand
smash-up. and it would bo gratifying to know at
what hour we might expect our doom.

But, omitting the mention of the sciences of
which the world knows nothing definitely, would
it not be much better for the lecturers of the day
to talk about matters with which they are

acquainted? After all, however, the ratio of
a lecturer's value is in precise accordance
with his notoriety. Thus, the Rev. Mr. Kalloch,who ought to found his lectures
rather upon the Erotica than the Encyclopedia.would be worth thirty-three per
cent more than Greeley; and that philosopher
wouid likewise be more valuable than a better
man who bad noi been F* extensively advertised.But when pecj.. vo to hear the Chevalier
de Faublas ofthe pulpit, or the Pecksniff ofjournalism,it is a natural expectation that they will
talk about matters with which they are identified;and as they fail to do it, the public iroes

away bored. All these lecturers, however, are

only the pilot minnows which indicate the approachofsuch big Bsh as Dickens and Spurgcon.
When they arrive we may expect to see a grand
excitement in all classes of society, throwing
all the small fry performers far back in the
shade.

Tub Financial Imbroglio in Congress..
There is a positive, and to all appearances a

very resolute majority, in the House of Representativesagainst any more issues of Treasury
notes, and any more loans, until there shall have
been something done to replenish the Treasury
from the solid receipts of the customs. For
exnmple, Mr. Fhelps, Chairman on Ways and
Means, moved (on Monday last) a suspension of
the rules, in order to introduce a bill for a
reissue for two 3 ears of some twenty millions of
Treasury notes, and the motion was rejected by
a vote of 10!) to 83. And this majority, exceed- (

ing twenty, we apprehend will hold good In the
House against ull attempts to give the tariff the
go-by, and to fall back upon more loans or

'

Treasury notes. The Senate, wo suspect, is
equally decided against giving the tarilf ques-
the precedence; and thus, between these two
stools, there is every chance that the Treasury
will fall to the ground, or, in other words, that
this Congress will close without touching the ,
financial necessities of the government. An
extra session of the new Congress, therefore,
looms up Into n bold relief, as one of the most
probable contingencies ol the coming summer.
Vnn. mil 1. U Tl.- r» n i
, .i j nui. nu irw nr. jim rrenanni, uh wo
have already shown, may turn an extra ision
to good account, not only in the matter of tem
pornry relief, hut in reference to a ciuiprelu n- r
Hive uud decisive policy of retrenchment urd re t

859.
form from stem to stern. And so let the
wrangling and distracted democracy of thin Contrreesfritter this session awar: for, though it
may be the worst thing that could happen for

them, it may prove to be the best thing that
could happen for the administration and the
country.
Thk Army Retrenchment..The Secretary of

War has done a good thing in calling together
the special board of army officers, which meets
to-day in Washington to consider and report in
detail their opinion upon these important points
of retrenchment of the army expenses, to wit:.

1. How and to what extent can the trans|x>rtation of the
army be reduced, and the present cost of transportationbe brought down.

2. To what extent can the animals required in the serviceof the Quartermaster's detriment be reduced in
cumbers consistently with the wants of the army, and
bow can those required be supported more economically.3. What is the best mode or purchasing horses for the
mounted service.

4. How can the expenses of the army in every branch,
at posts and in the held, be roduced.

5. What is" the best mid most economical plan for quartersand bsrracits, either permanent or temporary, at new
posts. .

6. What plan should be adopted for the disposal of
poRts no longer needed for military purposes.
With such experienced officers as Ripley, Garnctt,Eaton, Chapman, Marcy, and the others

constituting this board, wc have reason to anticipatesome very considerable trimmings and
prunings. They ought to be able to reduce the
costs of the service at least five millions below
the December estimates of the Department, and
we trust thev will work ur» some such bill of re-

lief before the expiration of the week. In behalfof the reduction of the costs of transportationwe have an excellent idea to give them.
the recall of two-thirds or three-fourths of the
troops in Utah. Every thousand men thus recalledto any point within reach of navigation
will be equal, we presume, to the saving iu
transportation of subsistence of n million of dollarsa year. A thousand or eight hundred regulartroops are competent to maintain law and
order in Utah.

THE LATEST NEWS.

IFFAffiS AT THE NATIONAL CAPITAL
Our Special Washington Despatch.

TUK TARIFF QUESTION.REDUCTION IN THE ARMV
BXPENSBS.GENERAL SCOTT'S BREVET PAT CUT
OFF.CORRUPTION IN TIIE NAVY DEPARTMENT.
GREAT RUSH FOR THE NAPIER BALL, ETC., EPS.

Washington, Feb. 15,1869.
Nothing was done to day by the Committee on Way and

Means on the tariff question. It is still believed that the
proposition to suspend the act of 1867 for two years will
carry: but it must be done at odc«, or an extra session is

inevitable. The committee had under consideration the
claims pf several States for arrearages of interest, based
upon the rule adopted in the Maryland case.
The Army bill which jiasscd the Senate to day cuts off

all the brevet pay allowed to General Scott last year,
amounting to nearly five thousand dollars. Mr. Davis
tried to cut it off last year, but failed.
Since the action of the House Military Committee in cuttingdown the Army Appropriation bill, the Secretary of

War baa addressed a letter to said committee, approving
their course. The reduction amounts to nearly two
million dollars.
The Sherman Naval Investigating Committee expect to

report on Friday next. There has been an immense mass
of testimony taken, showing great looseness in the practicesand details of several navy yards, especially Brooklyn,and a good deal of conflicting testimony as to the
character of the contracts.

Mr. Swackhamer, brother of the former Navy Agent,
accuses George N. Sanders of misstating the accounts of
his office. Sanders denies this, and a witness has been
sent for to rebut Swuckbamer. It is also in testimony
that Mr. Wendell, brother, we believe, of the public
printer, supplied an inferior article of paint to that called
for by contract, and that his account was passed. The
other officials of the yard are also in troublo.
A member of the present Congress testified befbre

Sherman's Investigating Committee that Glancy Jones,
Minister to Austria, whilst a member of Congress, had
made an agreement with witness, then not a member, to
procure him coal contracts from the government, for
which Jones was to receive a commission of flvo per
cent.

In case the rumored retirement of Chief Justice Taney
and Judge McLean takes place, there Is no doubt Attorney
General Black would go on the Supreme bench. The opportunitywould also then be embraced of a reconstructionof (tie Cabinet.
Senator Gwin purposes, It is said, introducing an amendmentto the Army Appropriation bill, providing that the

fire mounted regiments now employed on the frontier shall
be posted across the plains to California, and thut It shall
be their duty to convey the ovorland letter mail. This
can be done by despatching from post to post three or
tour men each mail, and whilst it will not add a dollar
additional expense, it will save the large outlay now paid
for the transportation of that mail, practice the army as

scouts, nnd afford protection to emigrants.
All the tickets reserved here for the Kapler ball have

been sold, and still applications are pouring in.
A Speaker's warrant was sent by this evening's mail to

Philadelphia, to the Sergeant-nt-Arms' deputy, for the arrestof John Casein, who has refused to appear before the
Sherman Investigating Committee.
The Cass Yrlssarl treaty will probably aot reach hero in

time to be laid before the Senate this session, as the rnessingcr failed to come by the last steamer.
Mr. Sicales of your city is reported among the absentees

on the Oregon question. It appears that Mr. S. and Mr.
Hickman, of Pennsylvania, paired off on the final vote.
Among the personal topics of Washington society just

now are three fashionable weddings, all to take place
within a month, viz.: Mr. F.ustls, M. C. from Louisiana,
to Miss Corcoran, of Washington, daughter of the banker;
Mr. Higgs, of Washington, to Miss Bright, daughter of the
Senator from Indiana: Mr. Baylor, of Alabama, to Miss
fiwln, daughter of the Senator from California.

Tim OKTOCRAI. NRWMf'AI'RR DKSPATCH.

Wasiunotox, Feb. 16.1859.
The President, In a reply to a resolution of the House,

communicated a message to day, enclosing a report from
tho Attorney General, who says that the local officers of
the government at Savannah have been specially and
strictly enjoined to perform the duties Imposed on them
by the several acts of Congress for the suppression of the
slave trade; that special counsol has been employed to
aid the District Attorney In prosecuting the offenders; that
the advices received satisfactorily show the diligence and
activity of all persons engaged In the public servico
to And the negroes who wero clandestinely Introduced,
to Identify the parties engaged In the crime, and ascortain
other important facts connected with the transaction.
All this bus been attended to with many difficulties; hut
there Is good reason to hope tbey will be overcome, and
justice, according to the law of tho land, executed upon
Ihe offenders. But tho present condition of affairs Is suclr
as to make it absolutely impossible that the proceedings
already Instituted, or those in contemplation, should be
given in detail, without very great prejudice to the public
interest.

It ajipears. from an offioial document, that the cost of
Ihe sites of the navy yards at Portsmouth, Boston, Vow
Fork, Philadelphia, Washington, Norfolk, Blythe Island,
Mure Inland, Sackett's Harbor, 1'ensacola, and the amount
'xjiendod in Improvements thereon to tho 1st of Decern-
jit, iodr, as inr as can do ascertained, was »'ati,i«»7,ooo.
The Secretary,of Uio Interior baa asked Congress for au

ippropriatlon of $20,000 for taking tbo census of Knnsas,
k ill.a viewMhlfs admission Into the Union, In accordance
aiili tbo rocotnmendntlon of tbo President in bis annual
TiosMge.
The aggregate number of passengers arrived in the

'nited States froiji foreign countries, by sea, from the .10th
>f September, ,1843, to thb 1st of December, 1868, Is
l,062,')00, of which noarly'two and a half millions wero
nates.

Our Washington Correspondence.
WiHiiu»ciToi», Kob. 14, 1869.

Magnitude nf the l're/>arat\ant far the Na/iirr Hall.freth
Alteration tn the 1'rogramme.All the Huhvmalilei if
the /.railing (Viet la be I'reiml.(kmpali'm far the Jen
himet of the Arm York ami <Vamlry Preu.Talus of
Inirmatimal Cmirtmim, itr <fc.
The Nspier ball, which takes place os Thursday next,

oi rrs the nnlvi rsal topic of conversation here, \nd pronsto bo the most important fashionable even, of tbo I

renfron Every m»il lirliift- in a mass of letters tuna th«
cuic "i ixanuu, i>ew 1 or* ana rniiaoeipiiia, uppi,. iug lor
rooms at Willard's the day previous to the ball. It was
at first intended to devote only half tho vast u.mug room
at that hotel to the use of the dancers, it beitig conleia
plated to reserve the other portion lor a supper room.
Tho pressure for tickets has, however, compelled the
committee to change their plau arid select other rooms lur
the supper, whilst the whole of the dining hall, which is

nearly three hundred feet long, is to bo appropriated U
the volar ion of Terpsichore.

This is not the only alteration that has been made in the
original phtn. It was at first proposed to limit the sub
scriplion to a fixed number, in order that the company
might be more select, but it was soon discovered that no
exclusive a course would expose the committee to much an

friend!y comment and create very general dissatisfaction. It
is rumored that Lord Napier, with that good sense and taste
which are his distinguishing characteristics, ventured to
suggest to some of his friends on the committee that it
would be far more gratifying and complimentary to Lady
Napier and fam ly, if they could look upon the ball as a
mark of public appreciation and esteem rather than as the
simple, though flattering, testimonial of private friendship.
It was thereupon immediately decided to make tho subscriptiongeneral, and the consequence will be that we
shall witness a gathering or all that is really respectable
as well as fashionable, not only in Washington but in the
adjacent capitals. No such opportunity lias presented itselffor years for comparing the pretensions of our larger
r.itififi tn tho fnrnmno* »anir i» »» »«..*» *-«»« 4 ."",lW

All who aspire to the envied poet of lenders of fashion
must appear at the Napier ball on Thursday, to submit
their claims, not merely in laces and diamonds, but in
breeding uud elegance, to inspection and approval. Tho
rivalry between the youngest and fairest of our Northern
belles will be something lormidable. tor to carry off the
palm of superior beauty, wit and fascination, will be a
prize worth contending for, and will make the winner a
national celebrity in the world of tashion. Somethingmore, too, than applause and admiration Staylad to her share; for be it remembered that
several of the loftiest families and titles of
Kngland will be represented at this ball in the persons of
the young noblemen who have just returned from their
Western pilgrimage. Who knows but tbat they have
escaped the arrows of the Indians only to fall victims to
the shatts frotn sly Cupid's rpuvei?

It is stated tbat all the leading journals are making preparationsto do honor to this splendid festivity, and thai
the grandest feats of the immortal Jenkius, of the Lou'ou
Pott, will be thrown into the shade by the glowingmetaphors aud pompous hyperbole of his American
imitators. Weil, tho occasion will be worth all that can
be said of it; for not only will the Napier ball be a fe.tr of
surpassing brilliancy, marking our rapid advance in social
refinement, but it will be a just compliment to a lady preeminentlydistinguished for her personal attractions and
virtues as well us to her admired and respected lord. It
will servo in addition lu testify the good feeling and esteem
which we entertain towards Kugland,and which only seek
legitimate opportunity like the present to manifest themselves.Amidst all the splendor and gaiety of this festival,let It be remembered that in honoring tho guests of the
evening we are paying s free tribute of affection and respectto the great couutry from which our own civilization
springs, and which has done so much for that of the world
generally. Vive the Napier boll!

THIRTY-FIFTH CONGRBU.
SECOND SESSION.

Senate.
Woshinoton, Feb. 15, 1869Traycrwas offered by Father Boyle, a Catholic priest.

Not a Senator was in his seat at the opening hour save

one, who retired into the lobby during the prayer.
The Vice President rapped with his mallet, and re

marked that he could not call the vacant desks to come ta '
order, so ho would await the arrival of the Senators.
At a quarter past eleven'tho Senators had dropped In;

so the journal was read.
Mr. Sudkll, (adm.) of La. offered a resolution tbat ,

there bo eveninar sessions on Wednemlav and PYidow tA

discuss the Cuba bill. laid over.
The Vice President submitted Mr. Wright's report On

the Indian war in Washington and Oregon.
the PAT or armt officers.

The House bill modifying the pay of army officers was
taken up and amended. It provoked much discussion,
chiefly between Messrs. Pugh and Davis.

Mr. Ptoh, (adm.) of Ohio, offered an amendment that
the act of February, 186", be repealed, and the pay of all
officers of the army be that prescribed by the laws formerlyin force.

Mr. Toomm, (adm.) ofgn., supported this view. Armyofficers receive much more pay proportionately than the
same amount of talent does in any other walk of life, estimatedat the purchase price of commissions in the British
army, a lieutenant's place fresh from West Point would be
worth 960,000.

Mr. Pugb's amendment was lost by 14 against 41, andthe bill, with a slight amendment, was passed.
tbi mileage of members.

Mr. Wiison, (opp.) of Mass., introduced a bill to regulatethe mileage ot Senators and representatives. It gives16c. per mile tor distances under 1,000 miles, 20c. for distancesbetween 1,000 and 2,600 miles, and 26c. for distancesover 2,600 miles.the distance to be computed bythe nearest mail route. Referred to the Judiciary Committee.
ttle old soldiers' pknhion niLL.

Mr. Clat, fadm ) of Ala . gave notice that he would to.
morrow call up the Old Soldiers' bill from the House, and
have a test vole on it.

the Acxjrmrno.v or cvba.
Mr. Crittenden, (opp.) of Ky., then took the floor on

he Cuba bill. Mr. C. commenced by admitting the importanceand desirability of Cuba, the rcsideuce and restingplace of Columbus. He also admitted the President's
constitutional right to negotiate for it without legislation;

naymore, if the President succeeds in acqulnug it byhonorable means, there are lew who would uot hail the
acquisition; but be (Crittenden) did not regard his success
as certain, on the contrary no time can be more
inopportune. When the message was promulgate!what echo was returned from all Spam, indeed
lruiu cm Ciuru)^, buh evea irom uic aowa iroddOQ
province of Cuba? Spanish pride was touched. The
Cubans refused to be bought and sold. We have the
authority of the Spanish government, that not only is
Spain not conciliated by our manner of approachingher, but considers it as an Insult. Would the President
have written that message, had be known it would be so
considered? Mr. Marcy to Mr. Sou IP m 1863, says, it was
not expedient then to oirer to purchase the is>aid, and
how much stronger were the circumstances now? II the
President, in the face of the Spanish declaration, makes
the oiler, how can he avoid the imputation of premcdiuloi'.
insult? Cod speed him, however, in his neg diation and
save us from those probable complie.ations and wars, of
which this same Cuba may be the cause. Diplomacy, in
stead of now pressing the obnoxious oiler, should rather
leave it open, and seek to renew it In some one
of tbo thousand events that occur in the fate
of nations. Suppose Spain were to sell.suppose
England and France, who pro|>ORe a tripartite treaty, wore
to permit her to sell the Islaud she holds as trustee, wnero
are we to get the money? We have been obliged to go in
ilobt for our household expenses. We have raised one
loan for market money, and another is wanted The
treasury emits a funeral sound when we knock for money,for none Is there. He did not mean to say the oountry
cannot produce any amoiiDt of men and money, but it Is
more convenient to do so at one time than another. U it
convenient now to have hastened on us aud our children a
ton million per annum Interest on a two hundred million
loan for the purchase of Cuba? Mr. Crittenden here mado
a digression, to speak of Central American and other weak
Slates. It was the policy of the Americau government to
maintain friendly feelings with all the nations of the continent.He remembered wbcu the Americaa name was loved;when it was dear to the struggling republics; when tne
declarations of encouragement that had been spoken bythe voice of Hcniy Clay were read at the head 01 their armies.How have we lost all this? Read tne message, and
there you will see that wc are at variance with Mexico,Costa Rica and Guatemala, and that we are buried in difficultiesfrom the Kejee Islands to the Spanish throne. Do
all theso speeches of war aucur well to itw> kmiwJ v.a
a bill Is cow pond .eg to place the military and uuval
forces in the hands of the President, apart aud
above the action of Congress. Has any ooo tho
constitutional power to make war except Con
gressf No, but you can hold a threat over the head*
of these small Stales, make thorn tremble, and settle anyclaim whenever it shall ap|>ear good to the I'resideut to
do It. Mr. Crittenden did not tbiuk it worthy the magnanlmouscharacter of our country to hunt <>ut the weak
and let the strong go free. If that hill should pass can we
expect to be at peace, when wo nave even now to renew
our geographical knowledge to know where the places aro
with which we have dtfflouiUeaf He rclorred, in illustra
tion. to the Paraguay expedition, the grcai> si armada tUat
ever left our shores, saying It was to light hopes, a Paraguaychief, who in |iower and ability was not iqual to
John Kess, tho Cherokee Chief, lie then referred to the
proband seizure of the BJmewhat populous StateB of
Honora and Chihuahua, to defend th frontier of the wildernesspoetically rally Arizona. The bill wat most no
wise. It was to enable the President to ruake little wars
with little people, lie then reviewed the Osl<<nd main
foito. anil its implied hint that If Spain will not sell we
wtltako. The Prisident supports bis demaad for thirtymillions or dollars by the example of Jelf. rson,but tho eases aro not parallel. Before the treatyIs assented to by Congress, a d even if t»Bgressnever consent, the President can draw the
money, ami take ita safe keeping into his own htods. ThoPresident himeelf may he above suspicion, but the couilitiillnndoes not entrust him with one dollar. Tho handsof the Kxecutlve should be pure aud uusoiled by money.Ho should bo unsuspected, ami not even exposed to theiin..o/<.....,l.l.. ..r .--

n.»r>vniu money neaung. rurtner, it inunconatllulional. became It augments the t'resideut'a
power, and destroys the tmlance m-tween the States.Mr Hunicu., (adm.) of Ia , and Mr I>a\is, (adm.) ofMltw , horn interposed, raying mat tin a money is do mornunder the control of the President than is an onlnmry appropriationfor foreign intercourse
Mr CHimtNincN resumed.If we had Cuba, and had |>al<ltwo hundred mlllionn for It, he would nay to her, we haverescued you from Kuropean tyranny,and have raved youTrotn being a bulwark against us In the lunula of any Ku

ropean power.eatablirh a free and independent governmentof your own under our proteetion.it will bo belterfor yon, and we believe, for u*. He did not want to see
in Anglo Saxon rnre mingled with people who do not uuleratandor appreciate our institutions, and lie did notthink that our country a greatness was to be ae,hieved byelding acre to acre, but by tilling it Willi arte and Inlualry. He believed LliaL ika * !« «< ! « «»

JoUcy would burst like a bubble, Tho bill Is» mornilern of fanfaronade it i* a part of th< flieworkanowlot ablaze to (Ire a dlll rrnt roinploitlon nnd h»o to thoatbor darkened Cnitiw >h of ttio iidmlnlatr.ilioti party.Mr. ffaiJ, (opp ) of M If,, followed on tin" santo II lolu Huld II hud been orroueuualy a «uraod by the eoromil


